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The Role of Universities in Enhancing Regional Value:
An Analysis of Regional RISE Master Plans

Lee, Suyeon Manager, RISE Center, Incheon Technopark

This study examines how the Regional Innovation System & Education (RISE) initiative
enhances regional value through collaboration between universities and local communities.
This study is based on the premise that local universities play an active role in addressing
diverse regional needs and responding to local challenges. It reviews RISE implementation
strategies presented in the basic plans of 17 regions across Korea, focusing on approaches
to addressing regional issues and promoting social development through university—region
cooperation. By analyzing these regional strategies, this study investigates how RISE can
serve as a foundation for creating regional value beyond the conventional goals of regional
development and innovation. The findings indicate that the regions participating in the
RISE initiative demonstrate a clear understanding of their local challenges and seek to
enhance their regional value through region—specific project planning and implementation.
Moreover,universities can play a leading role in addressing unresolved regional issues and
supporting sustainable regional development. Despite these contributions, this study does
not fully consider the broader national development strategies or regional response
mechanisms associated with evolving policy frameworks. Future research should examine
the interactions between national policy directions and regional implementation strategies
to better understand the long-term implications of the RISE initiatives.

Keywords : regional value, universities, Regional Innovation System & Education (RISE),
university—region collaboration, regional development
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