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Abstract

Korean government designated the three cities
(Incheon, Pusan and Kwangyang) as Free
Economic Zone in 2003 as an attempt to
establish Korea as a business hub of Northeast
Asia.

Many policy makers and experts have paid
special attention to Incheon Free Economic Zone
(IFEZ) due to its locational advantage and
outstanding environment. Unfortunately, however,
current achievements, in terms of FDI, made by
IFEZ so far have been disappointing.

With this in mind, the paper has attempted to
systematically investigate of what are the main
obstacles and problems IFEZ are facing. And

further, what kind of policy measures should be
made to overcome such difficulties. To make IFEZ
more competitive, the paper concluded that
regulations and living conditions should be
reformed based on the needs of firms which are
potential demanders of IFEZ. Furthermore, the
paper suggests that autonomy and independence
should be allowed to the Office of IFEZ in order to
successfully recruit internationally well-known
leading firms. Also it emphasized that well planned
physical environments, including land-mark
facilities, are also crucial in making IFEZ more
attractive and competitive.
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A Discussion of Strengthening Urban Competitiveness through U-City Plan in Incheon Free Economic Zone



Abstract

Competitiveness of modemn cities depends not
only on adequately provided urban infrastructure
but also on the ability to respond to the rapidly
changing social environment. In particular, the
speed of response to the social change is the
most important element for the competitiveness
of modern cities. Such ability is crucial to
Incheon Free Economic Zone which faces
competition from other similar cities all over the
world. Incheon’s strategy to enhance

competitiveness is adopting a ubiquitous
system, called the U-City Plan. This paper
discusses the general concept of U-City, its
current status in Korea, and U-City cases of
foreign countries. It also examines the present U-
City Plan of Incheon Free Economic Zone,
identifies the problems encountered in
implementation, and suggests the solutions for
strengthening urban competitiveness.
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FDI Inducement Strategy of Incheon FEZ for Northeast Asian Business Hub: The Past, the Present, and the Future



Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to suggest a
foreign direct investment (FDI) strategy of
Incheon Free Economic Zone (FEZ) and its
implementation tactics in two perspectives:
effectiveness and efficiency. Four years ago,
Korean government designated Incheon FEZ for
business hub of Northeast Asia as a national
competition policy corresponding to Hong Kong,
Singapore, and Shanghai. However FDI inflows
into FEZ were insufficient unlike expectation.
Especially, Incheon FEZ couldn’t get any
substantial results in attracting establishment of
multinational corporation regional headquarters
is one of the main strategic policy tools for
business hub. With this in mind, this paper

proposes three strategies for inducing FDI as
follows. Firstly, the tailored promotion activities
should be employed according to each FDI
pattern or investment motives with creating an
investment project (i.e., business model
reflecting local ownership advantages) in order to
increase a demand of new investments.
Secondly, it is necessary to select target
investors in the position of political effectiveness
and procedure efficiency. Thirdly, Incheon FEZ
should exploit an established social infra
structures of adjacent area (e.g., Seoul and
Konggi Province) and FDI attracting network to
save marketing resources.
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Abstract

To respond to worsening global warming and
energy problems caused by excessive auto uses,
advanced countries recently set up new urban
policy paradigm called new urbanism and smart
growth, and start to implement associated
policies such as job-housing balance, compact
development, TOD(transit oriented development),
traffic calming, and BRT(bus rapid transit).

The purpose of this paper is to suggest
sustainable urban transportation policies for
IFES. In this regard, it establishes equity,
efficiency and social integration as main policy
objectives, and proposes 6 branches of policy
directions to accomplish the objectives.

First of all, it suggests that street design be
modified from auto-oriented to pedestrian
friendly pattern, and metropolis eventually be

headed toward called ‘slow city’ where human
body energy becomes more popular than fossil
fuels, and slowness has higher priority to
speediness in transportation MOE(measure of
effectiveness). Secondly, mass transit services
should be improved by adopting BRT and tax
benefit for transit users, and a tougher
TDM(transportation demand management)
policy such as congestion pricing should be
implemented across cities. Thirdly, it is required
for improving the effectiveness of transportation
facility investment, that TDM take a role to
accommodate at least 20% increasing travel
demand prior to the investment. Lastly, it
recommends that TOD be considered very
important since it help integrate land use and
transportation strategically.
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Abstract

Improving the rate of public transportation
usage has been an important issue and a goal in
many metropolitan cities to manage the
problems resulting from a high rate of car usage.
The local government of Incheon has considered
and implemented alternatives to improve the rate
of public transportation usage. It is true that the
rate has remained stable. One of the reasons
may be the inconvenience of transferring
between two or more transport modes, an
essential activity in a large city like Incheon.
Despite this fact, studies on this topic are
lacking.

In this paper, we will report on the study for
evaluating facilities provided for transferring
between buses and metros. The method
requires quantitative measurement of the

facilities related to bus-metro transfer and
qualitative opinions from the passengers who
actually transfer between the two modes. The
physical measurement of the facilities is
conducted at each entrance of an individual
metro station to its nearest bus stops. To obtain
and analyze the opinion of passengers,
questionnaires and AHP (Analytic Hierarchy
Process) are used. From the two data, a
statistical relation is analyzed, and then an index
evaluating the bus-metro transfer convenience
for an individual site is built.

In conclusion, walking time between a metro
station and a bus stop is the most influential
factor, followed in order by wait time, transfer
information, and convenience facilities.
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The Study on Development Plans for Child Welfare Institutions in Incheon City
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Abstract

Recently, child welfare policies have been
changed according to social needs and pressure
for change from the global society. Child welfare
institutions need to do new various and
challenging roles instead of the simple task of
taking care of needy children. This study has
several purposes. First, the change of Korean
child welfare policies and child welfare intuitions
were reviewed. And the actual status of needy
children and child welfare institutions in Incheon
city were analyzed in order to suggest
development plans.

The methods of this study were literature
review, analyzing statistical data, visitation and
interview. The visitations and interviews were
done from 12th of July, 2007 till 20th of July,
2007.

As a result of this study, the following
development plan have been suggested. The
child welfare institutions in Incheon city need to
be changed into various types, such as intensive
care facilities, therapeutic homes, independence
living homes, etc. Also new types of institutions
need to be reviewed for families at risk. The size
of those institutions needs to be reduced or
operated by individual cottages in order to offer
family-like environment. Various new services
need to be developed and offered to the children
and their families in the local community. Finally,
it is stressed that improvement of service quality
and also the coordination of roles and functions
in entire child welfare delivery system in Incheon
city are needed.
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The Strikes and Class Consciousness of the Rice Polishing Workers Under Japanese Rule(1920-1930)




Abstract

After Eulsa Treaty, rice polishing industry directly
related to Japanese pillage marked a quantum leap
in Incheon which became a field for the imperialistic
despoliation. The geographical closeness to
Kyongsung, the capital city, and the establishment
of Office of Incheon Rice and Grain Purchase
brought about the development of rice polishing
industry. The lives of the rice polishing industry
workers, however, were severely deteriorated with
the low wages, arbitrary management, and poor
working conditions. Especially, the majority of
women workers suffered from the discrimination
based on their class, ethnicity, and gender. The
workers’ miserable lives and their heightened
awareness of oppressive management provoked
strikes as a consequence.

The strikes of Incheon rice polishing industry
workers' underwent the periods of “formation”,
“development”, and “stagnation”. The forming
period was from the late 1910s to 1923, when
“‘Sosung Labor Association” was established. The
developing period was from 1924 to 1927, during
which Incheon Labor Federation and several labor
unions according to the occupations were
organized. From 1927, the strikes stagnated due to
the depression of rice polishing industry and
ideological conflict inside of he labor unions.

The class consciousness of rice polishing
workers can be perceived by the solidarity, the
demands, and their relationship with nationalistic
awareness appeared in the process of strikes. The
rice polishing workers in Incheon organized joint
strikes as well as individual workshop strikes. The

strike of workers of rice polishing workshops run by
Korean owners in 1923, the strike of Incheon
Cargo Union of 13 rice polishing workshops in
1924, and the joint strike of 3,000 workers working
in 11 rice polishing workshops run by Japanese
owners in 1926 were the examples. Especially the
organization of Women Rice Selecting Workers’
Union by 3,000 women workers was reported as a
sensation. Several labor organizations such as
“Sosung Labor Association” and “Incheon Labor
Federation” intervened and arbitrated in the strikes
and tried to heighten the consciousness of workers
sending manifestos and giving lectures to the
workers. Meanwhile, the workers who suffered
from destitution often failed to be unified and
returned to work in the early stage of strikes. The
bond among the workers also was weakened due
to the menace of workshop owners and arrest of
workers involved in the strikes.

The demands of rice polishing workers for the
strikes developed from the early claims such as
wage raise and “stabilization of employment”,
which were to solve the facing problems, to the
later ones such as enactment of “minimum wages
rule”, “8 working hour rule” and “lactation time for
women workers”, which were more related to
improvement of working condition and treatment.
The fact that the majority of strikes of Incheon rice
polishing industry workers were due to the violence
of Japanese managers indicates that they were the
expression of class consciousness and nationalistic
emotion of Chosun Workers against Japanese
capitalists.
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